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INFORMATION 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FURNITURE BRANDS INTERNATIONAL

TAKES ITS LANE AND BROYHILL BRANDS OUTDOORS
St. Louis, Missouri, April 1, 2009 -- Furniture Brands International (NYSE: FBN) announced today that the company has entered into a licensing agreement with Foremost Groups, Inc. for the development of two full lines of outdoor furniture that will carry the Lane and Broyhill brand names. Foremost will design and manufacture the lines, which will be carried in national retail chains, outdoor and patio specialty stores, as well as traditional furniture stores.  Foremost will showcase the new lines in their booth at the Casual Show in Chicago beginning September 21st.

“Taking two of our best-known brands to the outdoors is a natural move for Lane and Broyhill,” said Alex Hodges, Chief Marketing Officer for Furniture Brands.  “This new relationship gives Lane and Broyhill the opportunity to leverage the power of their brands into a market segment that they have not yet addressed.  American consumers spend more than $4 billion annually on outdoor furniture, so this is a great opportunity to meet new consumer needs.  We are also working with a great partner in Foremost Groups.  Their reputation for quality manufacturing, supply chain execution and key relationships with strategic retail partners were important factors in cementing this agreement.”
"A partnership between Foremost and the Lane and Broyhill teams is extremely exciting for all of us here at Foremost,” said John Hunt, Senior Vice President, Home Division. "Research confirms that Lane and Broyhill are, without question, two of the most recognized consumer brands in the furniture industry, and they consistently rank in the top five home furnishing brands overall. Clearly, the retailers that choose to partner with us will be well positioned to take advantage of two brands that have tremendous consumer awareness and a heritage of consumer confidence. We could not be more pleased." He went on to say, “When the consumer sees the styling of Broyhill’s outdoor furniture collections or experiences the comfort and quality of Lane’s outdoor recliners it will certainly trigger their ‘must-buy’ button. It’s not just about looking great, but the feeling and comfort that comes when they sit down and just don’t want to get up.”

The first collections, debuting this fall in advance of the 2010 summer selling season, will reflect indoor styling translated for exceptional outdoor living. A strong concentration on traditional to transitional designs in all-weather wicker as well as cast and extruded aluminum combinations can be expected across dining, casual seating and occasional pieces. Select offerings will reveal a somewhat eclectic approach, mirroring the way many consumers pull together their indoor furnishings today.

About Furniture Brands

Furniture Brands International (NYSE: FBN) is a vertically integrated operating company that is one of the nation’s leading designers, manufacturers, and retailers of home furnishings.  It markets through a wide range of retail channels, from mass merchant stores to single-brand and independent dealers to specialized interior designers.  Furniture Brands serves its customers through some of the best known and most respected brands in the furniture industry, including Broyhill, Lane, Thomasville, Drexel Heritage, Henredon, Pearson, Hickory Chair, Laneventure, and Maitland-Smith.

About Foremost Groups, Inc:

Established in 1988, Foremost Groups, Inc. is an innovative leader in the industries of bathroom furnishings & fixtures, indoor furniture, outdoor patio furniture and commercial food service equipment. Foremost Groups distributes its products through a worldwide network of retailers, home centers and wholesale distribution.  Foremost serves its customers through the following brands: Foremost, Foremost Casual, Veranda Classics, Fireworks, and varied private-label brands for national retailers. 
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